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L Basis of the report 

1*. With regard to tlie elements of the international application (Replacement shee^ which have been furnished to 
the receiving Offhe in response to an invitation under Articfe 14 are refenred to in this report as "onginaJiy fiied" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Ruies 70. 16 and 70. 17)): 



as originally filed 
filed with telefax on 14.09.2004 
filed with telefax on 09.11.2004 

Claims, Numbers 

1 -23 fi'e<i with telefax on 09.1 1 .2004 
Drawings, Sheets 

1 QJQIQ as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this^ Authority in the 
language In which the International application was filed, unless othenAfise Indicated under this item. 

- These elements were available or f umished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 andhr 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide andA^r amino acid sequence disclosed in the International application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequentiy to this Authority in written form. 

□ f umished subsequentiy to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequentiy furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded. In computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 



Description, Pages 

1.4, 5,7-17, 19-25 
2, 2a, 6,18 
3 
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5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, sinpe they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70^(c)}. 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



3,4.6,7,10,13.14,16,17 
1^5,8,9,11,12,15,18-23 



Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-23 



Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-23 



2. Citations and exptanations 
see separate sheet 
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Rfi Itgm V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty. Inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . The subject-matter of independent claims 1 , 19, 22 and 23 Is not novel (Article 
33(2) PCT). 

1 .1 Referring to claim 1 , document D1 =iUS-2002/0071 546-A discloses a method of 
assigning importance classes to electronic messages comprising: 

identifying the sender of an electronic message (par. [0038]); 
identifying the recipient of the electronic message (par. [0038]); 
detemiining a relative organizationat distance between the sender and the 
recipient (par. [0040]); 

assigning the electronic message an importance class as a function of the 
relative organizational distance between the sender and the recipient (par. 
[0042]), said function being independent of which of the sender or the 
recipient is of higher rank (par. [0040]). 

To clarify that the importance is independent of the ranic the following is put 
forward. In paragraph [0040] it is clear that one way of assigning importance to a 
message is by calculating an organisational distance between the sender and the 
recipient. Although this distance is related to a common superior of the sender 
and recipient and, hence, depends on the rank of this superior in relation to the 
ranks of the sender and the recipient, it is independent of the sender or the 
recipient being of higher rank. The distance is merely and addition of the number 
of links between the two users irrespective of which one of them being the sender 
and the recipient (see lines 4 - 6 of paragraph [0040]). 

1.2 System claim 19, program storage claim 22 and program product claim 23 
correspond to method claim 1 and a corresponding line of thought is applicable. 

2. Dependent claims 2 - 18, 20 and 21 do not contain any features which, in 
combination with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the require- 
ments of the PCT in respect of novelty and/or inventive step. 

2.1 D1 discloses the analysis of e-mail headers for prioritizing e-mail (claims 2, 5 and 
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20), priority rules related to different hierarcliical levels (claim 8 and 21), sorting 
and displaying priority tags (claims 9, 1 1 and 12), perfonming the prioritizing 
function on locally-stored mail (claim 15) and representing the organisation 
structure using graphics (claim 18). 

2.2 Refemng to claims 6, 7 and 17, it is known to apply priority functions to different 
kinds of electronic messages and to use different folders for messages with 
differing priorities (see e.g. D2=WO-01/80535-A). 

2.3 Referring to claims 3 and 1 0, it is known to prioritize mail depending on fts content 
and to display mail with different priorities using different colours (see e.g. D3=GB- 
2 353 679-A). 

2.4 Referring to claims 13, 14 and 16, It Is known to block low priority mail and notify 
the sender and to selectively transmit mail from a server (see e.g. D4=US-6 334 
140-B). 

2.5 Referring to claim 4, it is known to prioritize mail by analysing user acjions (see 
e.g. D5=EP-0 999 507-A). 
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